
From Gaylene Brownlie 
 

Tenā Koutou all 

Welcome back to Kindergarten everyone. I hope you had a restful and relaxing break after our busy 
term three.  Hopefully everyone has recovered from the illnesses that seemed to affect so many of 
us during the winter months. 
Term Four has traditionally been a very busy one and I don’t think it is going to be any different this 
year!  It has already been a busy start to the term!  
We have welcomed several new families to Kindergarten during the week. It is wonderful to have 
you as part of our Kindergarten Community.  Please feel free to ask if you are unsure about 
anything and, for those of you who have been here for a while, please introduce yourselves to the 

new faces you’ll see around.  

Now that the weather is warming up, our sun safety policy takes effect.  This means all children 
need to bring a hat each day.  We shade our outdoor area as best as possible with umbrellas and 
shade sails, which will be installed asap. Please remind your children to bring a hat each day. We 
believe they need to take responsibility for this.  After a couple of weeks - No hat, no outside play. 
Over the coming weeks we will be removing the cantilevered roof structure and beige umbrella 
outside.  These will be replaced with a large 6 metre umbrella. This is funded by Four Winds Trust 
who accepted and approved our Grant application.  Thank you to Vanessa Leaver for organising 
this. 
 
PARENT HELPERS 
We are thrilled to be able to welcome back Parent Helpers - Mums, Dads, Aunties, Uncles, 
Grandparents… 

As a Community kindergarten, we really need and value your help during our session, even if it’s 

just for an hour. If you are able to help anytime between 9am – 12 please put your name up on our 
roster just inside the front door.  Parent helping gives you a chance to see what happens at 
kindergarten, but most importantly, you child loves having you here.  You are welcome to bring 
younger siblings also. 
 
PARENT SURVEY 
Thank you to those of you who took the time to fill out our Parent Survey.  The response rate was 
73% which is fantastic.  We received some helpful feedback and suggestions.  We conduct a survey 
every two years to capture your thoughts and feedback in a variety of areas. 
The responses will be summarised and put on the noticeboard for you to read. 
 
SANTA NEEDED! 
Do you know anyone who could be SANTA for us on Wednesday 7th December?  Please let me 
know if you do.   
 
We have got a really busy and exciting term ahead of us.  In no time at all I am sure Christmas will 
be upon us. Thank you everyone for your continued support of Gardner Road Kindergarten. 
 

Term 4 2022 

PANUI 
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Important Dates 
TERM DATES for 2022      
Term 4  Monday 17 October—Friday 16 December 
Term 1 2023 Tuesday 31st January—Thursday 6th April  
Term 2  Monday 24th April—Friday 30th June 
Term 3          Monday 17th July—Friday 22nd September 
Term 4  Monday 9th October—Friday 15th December 
 
Important Dates to Note: 
Labour Day    Monday 24th October—closed 
Christmas Concert   Wednesday 7th December    
Children’s Christmas Parties TBC 
Bike-a-thon     TBC 
 

Important Information 
 
COMMITTEE 2023 
If you are interested in joining our Committee for 2023 please let Gaylene know.  We have several 
spaces available as many of our current Committee will be moving on to school. There are a variety of 
roles available, big or small.  As a Community Kindergarten, our Committee is an important part of our 
structure. The new Committee will be elected at our AGM in February.  If you would like more infor-
mation please just ask.  It is a great way to meet new people and get involved in the Kindergarten.  
 
ANNUAL CHRISTMAS CONCERT   Wednesday 7th December, 10am 
We are so happy that we can perform for you this year after missing out last year. 
The children will be performing a play and some of their favourite songs to you. It is not to be missed 
so invite your friends and family along! 
 
ALL Kindergarten children are welcome even if they do not normally attend a Wednesday session.  
Please drop your child off at Kindergarten between 8.45 - 9.15am.  
The concert begins at approximately 10am IN THE CHURCH. 
SANTA will arrive between 10.30-11am.  He will have a gift for all Kindergarten children.  Unfortunately 
we cannot cater for siblings. 
 
At the end of the concert the children who attend a Wednesday session will continue with their normal 
Kindergarten day, the others will need to be taken home. 
 
CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PARTIES  Dates TBC 
This is part of a normal Kindergarten day and only for the Kindergarten children. Parents do not need 
to stay.   
Super Sports Christmas Sessions - TBC     
Party Food  - all children bring a small plate of party finger food to share with the group.  Keep an eye 
on the noticeboard for more detailed information. 
If your child does not attend one of these sessions, she or he is welcome to come along to one of the 
parties.  Please let Ms Brownlie know. 
 
Any queries, please ask a Teacher, thank you. 
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KORERO/COMMUNICATION 
We communicate with you in a variety of ways - email, noticeboards, communication pockets, Storypark,  
Facebook and Instagram.  We try to keep these all updated and current.  Don’t forget to check your  
communication pocket at Kindergarten regularly. 
 
From time to time we also need to use the Text Facility to alert you to emails that we have sent you.  We hear 
this has worked successfully in the past.  It is really important that all your details are kept up to date such 
as email addresses, mobile phone numbers etc, as we use this form of communication in an emergency. 
 
ME TREE 
Thank you to everyone who has brought in a photo. If your child’s photo is not on there, please bring us a 
photograph of your child that we can cut up and add to our tree.  If you are unsure what our Me Tree is, just 
ask a teacher or come and have a look.  It is an important part of your child’s belonging at Kindergarten and 
used in their celebration when they turn five and graduate.  
 
STORYPARK 
We love it when you engage with our posts on story park, please continue to comment and give us your  
feedback. 
 

KINDERGARTEN WASHING 
We would really appreciate it if you could take a turn at least once a term to wash the bag of towels and tea 
towels that is left at the door each day. There is no hurry for these to be returned the next day.  Please wash 
them in a hot, separate wash.  Thank you. 
 

RESOURCES 
We are accepting resources from home now.  Please note, we do not accept toilet rolls, tissue boxes, meat 
trays, medicine boxes, polystyrene and anything that has obvious residue such as milk powder or egg - this 
is due to the risk to children with allergies.  We are always in need of cardboard, untreated wood, ribbons, 
wrapping paper, small boxes, buttons, etc. 
 
DROP OFF/PICK UP TIMES 
Drop off time - Our session starts at 8.45am.  We would appreciate it if you are on time, quickly settle your 
child and leave. Not only does this help to free up parking but more importantly it helps the children settle 
into their Kindergarten day more quickly and ensures a quiet start to the day.   
Pick up time - Because the children are on the mat having a story at the end of the day, we ask that you only 
come in earlier than 2.45pm if you would like to take your child straight away.  Otherwise, please wait out-
side until the teacher opens the door at approximately 2.40pm.  If you do come in, please leave as quickly, 
quietly and promptly as possible. Hopefully this will mean there is as little disruption as possible at story 
time. It is very difficult for the children to focus on the story and difficult for the teacher to sustain the  
children’s attention with so many interruptions. 
 
During a child’s ‘Graduation’ ceremony it is particularly disruptive so please be patient if we ask you to wait. 
We really appreciate your cooperation with this. 
 
When you do come in at the end of the day, please move forward to the mat area where the children are 
waiting.  This makes it much easier for the teachers to see you and farewell your children.  Thank you. 

FEES AND FUNDING RATES 
Our funding rate from the Ministry of Education is $13.52 per child per hour and $8.29 for non 20 hours  
children respectively. 
Our session charges are: 
$21.60 per session for 20 ECE or part thereof @ $3.60 per hour 
$52.98 per session for non 20 ECE or part thereof @ $8.84 per hour 
We welcome paying your term fees in instalments during the term and we prefer payment by the internet 
banking option:  A/C no. is 12 3025 0190983 00  (ASB Bank)  A/C Name: Gardner Road Kindergarten. 
Please include child’s initial and surname and their info-care account number (on invoice) as your  
references. 

FEES ARE DUE TO BE PAID A WEEK EARLIER THIS TERM, BY FRIDAY 9TH DECEMBER, 
 unless you are leaving during the term and then they are due by your child’s leaving date. 

There are 9 weeks in term 4 
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We wish these children all the best for their 
next step in their life journey.  We know they  
will do very well at school.   
Please contact Ms Brownlie if you would like to 
have a parent discussion prior to your child 
leaving.   

 

Benjamin Kannan, Adeline Haycock, Chris Vickery, Eric du Preez 
& George Carruthers. 

Your full time teachers are Gaylene Brownlie and Kirsty Fergus both working Monday to Friday. 
 
Zara Anderson  Mon, Tue, Wed & Fri.,  
Susan Piaggi  Tue, Wed, Thr & Fri 
Tania Wickens  Mon, Wed, Thr & Fri.  
Kara McNeil  Tue, Wed & Thr. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
There are five teachers working Tuesday to Friday in order to maintain our ratio of at least 1 adult to 8  
children.  Four Teachers work on Monday, as we have reduced our roll to a maximum of 30 children for that 
day. 
 
Gaylene is available in the office on Wednesdays if you would like to make an appointment to discuss a  
specific issue or to find out how your child is progressing.  
 
Karen Day is in the office Monday to Friday.  If you do not catch her then, please email her on  
gardner.rd.kindy@xtra.co.nz and she will respond as soon as she is able. 
 
Please feel free to talk to the staff at any time about any issues or concerns you may have or if you need  
information about anything, no matter how large or small.  We are here to help you and really value your 
feedback.  

Staff/Kaiako 

 
 
      “I have peedles and needles in my foot!”.          

Child’s Voice 

 

After lunch during mat time, a child who had been sitting for a long time 
said to the Teacher: 

mailto:gardner.rd.kindy@xtra.co.nz
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A HUGE THANK YOU to the Jackson  
family, Kathryn, Cole and Harri for  

generously gifting us a  
vegetable pod.   

The children are having so much fun 
planting seeds and seedlings. 

Have you joined the Parents Facebook page?  
 

 

In our recent survey, we got quite a bit of feedback from parents, that they would like to have 

some ways of meeting other families and being able to catch up for play dates etc, so ….  

 

We have set up a Private Parents Group Facebook page and we encourage you to join this if you 

have not already.  It is a great way to meet other families and connect.   The group can be 

used as a chat group or to organise play dates or catch ups.  The group has been running 

since just before the holidays and it already has had a lot of activity with catch ups  

 organised, especially over the holidays. 

 

This group is for our Parent community only, is managed by one of our Parents, and we do 

 encourage only positive comments on it please. 

 
The link is below and if you would like to join, click the link and you will be accepted into the 

group. 
 

This Private Facebook group is called,  
Gardner Road Kindergarten Parents group 
 

 

 

 

https://m.facebook.com/groups/2425686494397274/?

paipv=0&eav=Afaf78L9215iJO2QwuNcRHTRZbjXumYlJunDASCw-XaGcXAvnliqdVKqSu-

uEWhpn78&_rdr 

https://m.facebook.com/groups/2425686494397274/?paipv=0&eav=Afaf78L9215iJO2QwuNcRHTRZbjXumYlJunDASCw-XaGcXAvnliqdVKqSu-uEWhpn78&_rdr
https://m.facebook.com/groups/2425686494397274/?paipv=0&eav=Afaf78L9215iJO2QwuNcRHTRZbjXumYlJunDASCw-XaGcXAvnliqdVKqSu-uEWhpn78&_rdr
https://m.facebook.com/groups/2425686494397274/?paipv=0&eav=Afaf78L9215iJO2QwuNcRHTRZbjXumYlJunDASCw-XaGcXAvnliqdVKqSu-uEWhpn78&_rdr


Calendar and Topics 
 

Week No 1 2 3 4 5 6 

Monday’s date 17/10 24/10 31/10 07/11 14/11 21/11 

Visits, Trips 
Important 
Dates 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Mon 24 Oct 
Labour Day 

Closed 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

       

Week No 7 8 9 10   

Monday’s Date 28/11 05/12 12/12    

Visits, Trips 
Important 
Dates 

  
Wed 7 Dec 
Christmas 
Concert 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Fri 16 Dec 
Last day of 

Term 4 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

       

       Programme topics for this term 
During the term, these are the topics we hope to          
cover: 
  Spring 
  Birds 
  Sun safety 
  Christmas   

Please remember to refer us to friends and family if they are looking  
for a Kindergarten   

&  
Like us on Facebook and Instagram 

Print this out and put it on your fridge or notice board 
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Need a hat for the summer terms at kindy, a great quality  
sweatshirt for the cooler months or a re-useable shopping bag.   
All are available to celebrate 50 years serving in our community  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

See Karen if you would like to order a hat, sweatshirt or bag. 

The children enjoying musical chairs at the end of 
last term during our music programme. 

$40—AC Colour brand 

$10 each—Navy blue only 

$10 each—great quality 

 Great for this 
time of year, 
great quality 
brand & long 
lasting 
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Our new children are settling in well and  
discovering new friendships 

Remember our Living 
eggs programme last 

term,  
these are the chicks, 

look at how they have 
grown! 
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GORGEOUS 

What did you do in the Holidays? 

We love hearing their  
stories  
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It is fun to be back with our Friends too 
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We are drawing and painting birds today  


